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Sharjah American
International School

2025 - 2026

ARABIC LANGUAGE POLICY IN
KINDERGARTEN

Abu Dhabi Branch

This policy is reviewed annually to ensure compliance with legal regulations.

o This policy is reviewed by: the School Principal and the Head of the Arabic
Department

 Policy Review Date: 21 January 2026

« Next Review Date: 1July 2026
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INTRODUCTION

In recognition of the importance and role of the Arabic language in preserving the linguistic heritage
and cultural identity of the United Arab Emirates, and in response to the directives of the Abu Dhabi
Department of Education and Knowledge (ADEK) and the Ministry of Education in the UAE, Sharjah
American International School has developed a comprehensive plan for teaching Arabic Language,
Islamic Education, and Social Studies in the Kindergarten stage.

: A luad] Olanl

The implementation of this policy aims to:
e Establish linguistic skills and religious and social values at an early stage through structured
educational practices that are appropriate to children’s developmental characteristics.
e Strengthen national identity and a sense of belonging among children from an early age.
e Ensure equal opportunities for all children to learn the official language of the state.
e Promote integration and deepen mutual understanding among cultures within the society of the
United Arab Emirates.

The time frame for implementing the policy according to the target group:

Time Frame Target Group Subject

e Arab Students: Shall be enrolled in the
Arabic Language curriculum, in
accordance with ADEK requirements.

* Non-Arab Students: Shall be enrolled in
the Arabic for Non-Native Speakers
curriculum, in accordance with ADEK
guidelines.

* Parental Option: Parents/guardians of Arabic Language
non-Arab students may request
enroliment of their child in the Arabic
Language (Native Speakers) curriculum,
subject to school approval and
assessment of the student’s language
proficiency and academic readiness, as
per ADEK regulations.

No less than 200 minutes
per week.
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Time Frame Target Group Subject
Language Provision by Student
Background: . .
* Arab Muslim Students: Shall be enrolled ;::z::::n:(owsmn by Student
in Arabl.c Language instruction at arate « Arab Muslim Students: Shall be
of 30 minutes per week for enrolled in Arabic Language
Kindergarten 1and 2, and 40 minutes instruction 9uag Islamic
per week for Pre-Kindergarten (PK). ) Education

e Non-Arab Muslim Students: Shall be
enrolled in English Language
instruction, in accordance with the
school curriculum.

* Non-Arab Muslim Students: Shall
be enrolled in English Language
instruction.

It is integrated in an inclusive manner
across other subjects, activities, and the
daily routine, both inside and outside the
classroom

All

Social Studies
Arabic
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SCHOOL RESPONSIBILITIES IN IMPLEMENTATION

The school shall ensure the implementation and supervision of this policy by:

Appointing qualified teachers and ensuring the provision of professional development opportunities for them.

Updating, documenting, and reqularly reviewing teacher allocation schedules to ensure effective delivery of instruction.
Documenting teaching methodologies and assessment mechanisms used to monitor children’s language development
and knowledge acquisition, ensuring alignment with the learning outcomes approved by the Ministry of Education and
appropriateness for the children’s age and cognitive development.

WHAT DO STUDENTS LEARN IN KINDERGARTEN?

The development of language skills is a fundamental pillar of education in the Early Childhood stage, as it forms the
foundation upon which learning across all other subjects is built. Language development is directly linked to the growth of
thinking skills, as well as to the ability to read and write, and to long-term academic success. Proficiency in language
enhances a child's ability to communicate effectively, process information, and express ideas with confidence.

At this stage, the Arabic Language curriculum is based on the principles of systematic and structured literacy, through which
oral language, phonological awareness, vocabulary, and writing skills are developed in a progressive and methodical manner,
appropriate to the child's developmental stage.

Curriculum Framework Areas

The curriculum is organized into four interconnected strands:
Listening and Speaking:

Children engage with the Arabic language through a variety of contexts, including stories, songs, role-play
activities, and dialogue. They are encouraged to express their ideas and experiences using Modern Standard Arabic.
Foundations of Reading:

Children participate in early reading activities through which they are introduced to story concepts and structure.
They begin to recognize letters and their sounds, and identify sight words drawn from their surrounding
environment.

Foundations of Writing:
Children engage in age-appropriate writing activities such as drawing, letter tracing, and imitating familiar words.
These activities support the development of fine motor skills and correct writing direction in the Arabic language.
Language Development:

Children acquire foundational language concepts through interactive activities that develop language

comprehension and promote the correct use of vocabulary and sentence structures within simple, meaningful
contexts.
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Arabic for Non-Native Speakers:

This instruction is delivered in a scaffolded and differentiated manner, tailored to the child's individual abilities. It is
designed to reduce cognitive load while introducing vocabulary and language structures in a structured and gradual
progression, within a supportive and encouraging learning environment.

The principles of systematic literacy remain a core focus of instruction. Teaching is explicit, sequential, and methodical,
ensuring steady and confident progress in the child’s acquisition of the Arabic language.

Key Instructional Principles:
Oral Language as the Foundation of Learning:

Initial instruction focuses on listening and speaking skills before transitioning to written forms, using songs, greetings,
and daily conversations.
Systematic Vocabulary Development:

High-frequency words and vocabulary related to everyday life themes are introduced in a gradual and coherent manner.
Phonological Awareness:

Auditory discrimination of sounds is supported as a foundational step toward reading readiness.

Letter Recognition:

Letters and their corresponding sounds are introduced progressively and systematically.

Integrated Instruction:

Arabic language learning is embedded within the daily routine through songs, stories, and a variety of interactive
activities.
Cultural Connection:

Learning is linked to Emirati culture to promote a sense of identity and belonging.

Teaching Approaches for Islamic Education in the Early Childhood Stage

Teaching approaches for Islamic Education at this stage shall be characterized by the following:

e Age-Appropriate:

e Concepts are presented in a manner aligned with the child’s cognitive and emotional readiness, using simple language
and familiar contexts.

¢ Values-Based:

e Instruction focuses on reinforcing values such as love, kindness, honesty, gratitude, and respect through positive
guidance and role modeling.

e Experiential and Reflective:

e Learningis connected to stories, daily activities, nature, and social interaction to support meaningful understanding.

e Inclusive of All Learners:

e Instruction takes into account the needs of both Arab and non-Arab children, using the appropriate language of
instruction for each group.

» Aligned with Islamic Values and the UAE National Identity:

e Learning promotes national belonging and fosters pride in Islamic values and the identity of the United Arab Emirates.
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Islamic Education for Arab and Non-Arab Muslim Children in Alignment with National Policy
Islamic Education is mandatory for all Muslim children in the Kindergarten stage and is delivered in accordance with
national policy, taking into account the needs of each group as follows:
Arab Muslim Children:

Islamic Education is delivered in Arabic, with a focus on understanding simple Quranic verses, Prophetic Hadith, and
foundational Islamic concepts appropriate to the child's developmental stage.
Non-Arab Muslim Children:

Islamic Education is delivered in the school’s approved language of instruction (English), while introducing children to key
Arabic Islamic terminology. Instruction emphasizes conceptual understanding through stories, discussions, and positive
behavioral practices, supported by visual aids to facilitate comprehension.

SOCIAL STUDIES

Social Studies in Early Childhood

Social Studies in the Early Childhood stage aims to develop a responsible child who understands their role within their
family, community, and nation. It forms the foundation for fostering national identity, developing civic awareness, and
cultivating a sense of social responsibility.

Learning is facilitated by introducing the child to their immediate environment and the wider world, with particular
emphasis on the context of the United Arab Emirates.

Curriculum Foundations: Social Studies in Early Childhood
The teaching of Social Studies in Kindergarten is based on the following principles:
Integration into the Daily Routine:

Social Studies concepts are naturally incorporated into daily activities through play, observation, and developmentally
appropriate discussions.
Contextualized Learning:

Concepts are introduced within familiar contexts, such as family, classroom, and community, before progressing to
broader societal concepts.
Values and Identity Building:

The curriculum emphasizes the development of national belonging and personal responsibility.
Inclusivity:

All children are engaged in discovering their own identity, respecting others, and participating in community life.
Integration into Daily School Activities:

Social Studies concepts are reinforced throughout the school day via practical experiences, including:
Morning Assembly: Performing the national anthem and raising the flag.
Hygiene and Mealtime Activities: Promoting individual and social responsibility.
Outdoor Play: Encouraging cooperation and environmental awareness.
Celebrations and Events: Such as Flag Day and National Day, to strengthen pride, identity, and belonging.

SAIS — © infoesaisabudhabi.com W Tel: (+9712)586222 www saisabudhabi.com () Fax:(+9712)586222

04


mailto:info@saisabudhabi.com
mailto:info@saisabudhabi.com
mailto:info@saisabudhabi.com
mailto:info@saisabudhabi.com
mailto:info@saisabudhabi.com
mailto:info@saisabudhabi.com
mailto:info@saisabudhabi.com
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiZqtGfu6CBAxUCywIHHQnWCasQFnoECBwQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thesaurus.com%2Fe%2Fgrammar%2Fem-dash%2F&usg=AOvVaw12E_ularsaK_09IDEPV45E&opi=89978449

audos a5 yalla slidla ws o
Sharjah American International School

Building Values and Identity

Social Studies plays a vital role in reinforcing personal and social values, which are integrated into the weekly plan and
instructional units:

Personal Values: Responsibility, courage, patience, self-respect and respect for others, environmental stewardship,
and self-confidence.

Social Values: Cooperation and teamwork, respect for cultural diversity, appreciation of family and community, loyalty
and belonging, honesty and justice, kindness and generosity, and environmental citizenship.

These values are taught through stories, teacher role modeling, and classroom activities that encourage children to

interact, reflect, and apply them in meaningful ways.
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